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PONY EXPRESS STATION — NO. 259 


The Pony Express Epoch began 
simultaneously April 3, 1860 with 
riders starting at St. Joseph, Mis- 
souri, and San Francisco, California. 
It was a 1,966 mile journey and re- 
duced the time of transmitting news 
across the country from approximate- 
ly 21 to 10 days. Nearly one hundred 
stations were established. This spot 
marks the first station south of Salt 
Lake City. It was a small adobe 
building known as Travelers’ Rest. 
Here riders exchanged horses and 
received needed repairs, food, or 
lodging. With the inception of 
telegraph the Pony Express was 
abolished in October, 1861. 


Pony Express Camp 
South Salt Lake County, Utah 


The stage stations already established were too far apart for horse 
travel, and so intermediate, or swing stations, were built between the 
home stations where the animals could be quickly exchanged. Each 
station had an overseer, stock tenders and a blacksmith shop for shoe- 
ing the horses. Extra ponies were always kept in readiness. The home 
stations were usually situated near a ranch or settlement. Since they 
were targets for Indian attacks, they were built as indestructible as pos- 
sible with the limited materials available such as rocks, adobe or logs. 
In spite of all precautions many were burned to the ground during 
Indian uprisings. 

The men chosen to man these stations were exceedingly courageous 
and possessed the ability to think and act quickly, since their job was 
perhaps the most dangerous on the route. More station men were killed 
than riders during the months of the Pony Express operations. The 
cost of food on the frontier was very high and most of it had to be 
freighted great distances. Hay and grain, besides being expensive at the 
point of shipment, cost as high as twenty-five cents a pound for 
transportation alone when delivered to the outlying Pony Express 
stations by ox teams. But for the enormous transportation business 
built by Russell, Majors & Waddell, the Pony Express would have 
been foredoomed to failure at the outset because of the difficulty and 
expense of securing supplies. 

The Daughters of Utah Pioneers of the Pony Express Camp, South 
Salt Lake County, dedicated a beautiful monument on ground present- 
ed to them by Mr. and Mrs. David Bowen at 6460 South State. 
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